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CorRESPONDENCE BETWEEN Mr. Cran- | 


or as it is generally called, “original sin.” 
DAL AND Mr. KENDAL. 


None I presume, wil} pretend that the in- 
(Genchided) 4| dividual understanding, or consciousness 
| of every soul of the vast family of Adam. 
You say you observed in my letter, that | existed in his loins; for if they did, we 
I thought it strange that justice should be | must necessarily participate in all the guilt, 
satisfied with punishing the innocent ; and || and in all the righteous ness of our Par- 
after having presumed how I would be || ents, and of consequence, in all their con- 
understood, appear to be much astonished || demnation, ard justification also, contrary 
and injortn me in a friendly manner,“ that ji to the express Declaration of Jehovah. 
itisan old infidel argument,” &c. My | Ezekiel xviii. 2, 3, 4. I have no doubt 
statement was as follows, & “tome it ap- || that the innocent sometimes ‘suffer for the 
‘ars very strang: that justice should be | guilty, er even instead of the guilty ; but 
tisfied with punishing the innocent in- | that it satisfies justice, I deny. You say, 
id of the guilty.” The cry of infidel |! ifI think it militates agaiast Christiar ity, 
eist does nat in the least disturb me, | it as much devolves on me to explain, as 
fam above such trifling; and would ack- | on you self.” Aithough I think it, ‘ieni ji- 
owlecge truth with ph asure, when con- || tates against Cc hristianity,” still I dona’ 
vinced that it was such, though ichad drops | think thatitdevolves on ‘me to explain it, 
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boltagbroxe ; and would not adopt error | the missionol jesus Christ, I donot dis 


~ ia 
hough it came trom the pen o fa We sley ,a cover any thine more wystertous than the 
fopkins or a Marrav. You say this ar- 


extraordinary love which he possessed.—- 

rument, * has been answered long ago by || *Gedis love.” Ist Jol hn, iv. 8& “And 

asterly pens.” But permit me to assure || every one that loveth, is Sai of God, and 
you, ti they doneno more credit to the 
ulject tl an yourself (and they have not as 


kneweth God.” 1st John, iv.7. “He that 

dwelleth in love, dweileth in God, and God 
is lam acqual mead with t-eir works,) | in him.” 1v. 16. This was the “Great 
will make but little progress in the 


presentage,in establishing their sentiments 
in the minds of reasoning men who are a- 
hewe the control of afalse education. The 
notiag that all mankind were “ semuinaily 
and federally.” in the loins of Adam, and 
of course naturally * Guilty before God, 
is the climaxo! absurdity. You will not, || by making ko wn the ¢ truth » Jes 1s Christ 
} presurse, end thatthe seul or under. i came. Hear his tes*?:m01 Dy a hitend 
standing existed “seminally” inthe loins | was I born, ee for this came I into the 
of Adam; aad we very well know, that | world, that I should bear witness to the 
fiesh without understanding r isno> subject | truth.” John xvii. 37 


to “pulit or condemmation. I know of | he came, and in consequence ol his bear- 
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mystery of Godliness,” spoken of by the 
Ap sostle, Seeger manifest in the flesh,” &c. 
ist lim. 1. 16. “God is love,” anda man 
having ch eae his requirements, be- 
came lost to a knowledge of his character, 
and considered him an enemy: and to re- 
move this false zmpression from his mind, 
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{ 
buttwo theories on this subject, which ing Ww itness tothe tru th, iit I ws crucified 
have any appearance of rationality: the | htm; w hether justice was tisbed wita 
, ae ff Ye . : j a I le: —_ P- ter! seta 
first 1s, that ‘*thne sc ul, or un aha iS | them tn ¢ MG it, bieave Vou Urs @rtiais 
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a particular gift of God.” ‘The 2nd, “that | Your statement Is undoubtesiy Correct, 
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itisthe natural result «f a particular or- | “that a bey may puzzle a Pi PLer. 
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ganization. if either of these be true, it | Phe next S orthy of aitet 9 83s 


secludes the possibility of “seminal guilt,” |) that “Te will be weil for us to ke 
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proper distinction, as the scripture does, 
between the children of God, ard the c!il- 
dren of the Devil: and not make te pro- 
mises made tothe children of God, apply 
to the children of the Devil; as by grace 
are ye saved, through faith, and that not of 
yourselves, itis the gift of God.” Eph 
it. 8. That God is actually the Father of 
all men, isa plain scripture sruth. Mal. ii. 
10. “Have we notall one Father? Hath 
notone God created us?” Isa. Ixiv. 8. 
“But new, O Lard, thou art our Father ; 
we are the clay and thou our Potter; and 





we all are the work of thy hand.” See al- | 


so, Acts xvii. 24 to 29: Heb. xii. 6 to 11. 


That mankind become charactertstically | 


the children of the Devil, by practicing e- 
vil,is evident. A little «ttention to this 
“ag will place it in its proper light. 
1st. Thar all men are really the children 


of God has been proved. 2nd. That itis | 


necessary thatthey should become under- 
standingly so, in order to make them sensi- 
ble of their duty ; and te give them an as- 
surance ef the inheritance bestowed upon 
them by their Father, will not be demied. 
And 3rd. That it is necessary Man should 
be charactcristically the child of God, by 
an approximation to his Divine nature ; 
in order that he may eftjoy happiness, wail 
immortality, is evident. ‘Lhe two last 
pro, ositions hang dependant on the truth 
of the first: if that falls, these fail with ir, 
for che great command with pene ; ie. 
4-Theou shalt Honour thy F ather,’ &e. anc 
we are taught to pray, saying, “Our! 
er which art in Heaven.” That one chii 
cannot be the le gitimate offspring of tw. 
Fathers, needs no evidence ; the only rea 
son why we should be called the children 
of the Devil, (or evil) 1s because we | av 
adopted anda practised evil, instead of 
Good. Ipresume, my dear Brother, the 
you would be unwilling to admit, thar Go: 
had commanded us to Aonor the Devil : bu 
such is the disagreeable situation in whic: 
youare placed,uniess you admit, that a: 
men are really the children of God. On 
this truth is predicated our duty ; on this, 
all the obedience we owe him ; and thisis 
the toundation of our Faith. It Ged were 
net our Father, before we believed, ali the 
faith in the world could not make him so; 
and it we believed that he was, we must 
necessarily believe a falsehood: bur God ! 


our kind parent, is continually manilcstin = 
'is love towards us, this is the cause of our 
Faith ; and a knowledge of his goodness 
induces us to love hin., then he moves up- 
en us by his good spirit, until he brings 
usintoa union with his divine nature. 
Heb. xi1.6—11. As you appear to have 
been «fraid, that the promises made to the 
children of God, should be misapplied, I 
am sorry that you were so unfortunate m 
your selection; for the declaration of the 
Apostle to the Eph. contains no promilse at 
all; but simply an account of their present 
sitration, and the manner in which it was 
effected. Phase to examine it: “For hy 
grace are ye saved (not shall be) through 
Faith, (the medium,) and that not of you 
selves, itis the gift of God.” This isa 
strange promise, and quite an ext: agrdina- 
ry condition. What might be proved by 
taking ‘*detached scriptures,” out of thei: 
proper places, 1 shall not pretend to deter- 
mine; but 1] will assure you, that Tam (if 
possible) more than everconvine.d, since 
eXamining your letter, of the imp ropriety 
of such proccedit g. The next thing wor 
thy of attention, is @ common cont, frequent- 
ly made use of by thoce who are destitute 
of rational argument,as a kind of dernies 
resort, Lut so extremes Ceprading, spose I 
am sorry itever Cropped irom your pen. 
ifitis atruth, that *We shall allbe <td 
ed,’ you“by no means wish to continue 
his controversy,” thatis to say, youde 
-otwish to knoo it. This is saying ne 
in substance, than if you Ww ere sure of 
‘vation Gt lus f,yOu wor id notcare how 
yratch byou were t God, or how uljust 
were te mankid. For it Godehae 
elt possible for you io beconse ace 
wantea with his characier, it cettainly 
vou d te the height of ingratiiude to mis- 
cpresent his character, and make him ap- 
peur a tyrant ustead of a benetactor. 
Nor cant be consicered less Unjust to man 
for vou, IL Consequence Of begiect cn your 
part, to lead them astray from the hnow)- 
edge of the truth, and thereby fill theig 
minds with false fi ais, anu ap; r hensions, 
ond make them tremble at the thou,ht ot 
approaching the only friend en whom they 
car securely rely. 1 shall notice one thing 
more,and thenciose. You tell m, that 
| your fears “Is notamere chimeta of tie 
brain,” and assure me,that 1 may “depend 
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upon it, we shall fied itsoin the Eternal 
world ;” your good sense, my dear sir,will 
tell you, that such an assurance as this, is 
not worthy ofcredence. There are sever- 
al things more that I should like to have 
noticcd, but I have already written more 
lengthy than LT intended. I do not know 
whether you willthink proper to answer 
this letter. Suffice it to say, that on my 
part, it is pleasing to write or converse, 
for the sake of receiving or communicating 
instruction ; and on me I know of no duty 
mcre binding. I have been gratified with 
the plainness of your friendly epistle, and 
have endeavored to write with equal sin- 
cerity : and while I have combatted what 
I consider erroneous, it was the Doctrine, 
and not the man, that I have contended 
with ; and rest assured, Dear sir, that J 
have not aimed anarrow, designed to 
wound the bosom ofa friend. I am with 
sentiments of respect, your friend and well 
AMOS CRANDAL, 

“Preacher of the Gos- 


pel of Reconciliation.” 


wisher. 


Cater KENDAL, * 
“Minister of the Gospel. 


A narrative of Elder CALEB RICH, the 
first American born Preacher who dar- 
ed, or did bear open testimony that the 
Father sent his 6on to be the Saviour of 
the world, and that he will be infallibly 
Such ;—That it was God’s Eternal and 
unebangeable will, that all men should 
be saved from sin, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth ;—That Jesus 
Christ will not fuilnor be discouraged, 
until he has fulfilled every jot and tittle 
of his Father's will. 

I was born in Sutton, county of Worces- 
ter,and state of Mass. on the 12th day of 
August, in 1750. My Father and Moth- 
er joined a Congregational church 1n early 
life ; had thirteen children that lived to be 
upward of 21 years of age, and had them 
all sprinkled by the Priest ; and after the 
srictest manner of the Religion of that day, 
they trained them up in the nurture and 
admonition of their Lord. They taught us 
that Christ would have but few, yea but 
very few as trophies of his Missi n into 
the world, while his antagonist would have 
bis countless millions to play the tyrant o- 
ver as long as God existed. My Minister 
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and School Master taught me the same, 
and I was net more than 9 or 10 years old 
before I had the most serious and shock- 


| ing reflections on my hard fortune, to be 


born of Adam’s vice. My situation ap- 
peared more precarious than a-ticket ina 
lottery,where there was an hundred blanks 
to one prize. I often looked upon insects 
and poison reptiles, thinking how much 
better their lot was in this world than 
mine. I was tortured on this rack a great 
part of my time until Iwas about 17 or 18 
years old ; then I was enabled to break the 
first link in the chain of superstition, and 


| got hold of the first link in the chain of 


causes, which led me into Universalism. 
But before this my Father was converted 
from a Congregationalistto a Baptist, then 


_ he seeraed to double his diligence to teach 


and to admonish and warn us in the fear 


_ of endless damnation, setting forth our ime 
, Minent danger. 


Now as our Father was 
a Baptist, and went to meeting with them, 
and our Mother remained as betore, we 


, children divided our time—part of our 
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| time we went to meeting with our Father, 
| and part withour Mother, resolved if pos- 


sible to find out which was in the right 
way. One Sunday noon as we were at 
the Baptist meeting, I went out with my 
Brothers and a number of other young 
men, to converse by ourselves upon the im- 
portant concerns ef religion. Oue of them 
observed thathe wished he knew which 
was right, the Baptists or the Congrega- 
tionalists, for it we did not embrace the 
true Religion in this world we never.could 
be saved. I seconded him, and it was the 
settled opinion of us all, but one who re- 
plied as follows : “‘How do you know that 
either ofthem are right? there are more 
than an hundred different denominations 
of christians, who all take their Religion 
from the Bible, and we have never heard 
but two, and there can be but one right 
way among them all, and we have but a 
torlorn hope of selecting the right way out 
of them when we have no acquaintance 
with only two. Now I believe there is one 
right way and only one, for God has not 
left himself without-a witness,’ and must 
we certainly conclude that either the Bap- 
tists or the Congregationalists are that one.’ 
These words were louder to me than thun- 


der; never in all my_liie had bayet apy 
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¢! ne from th lips of m 
deep and lasting impression on my mind. 
{ was so stunned at these werds, I coul:! 
sav no More, my inind was so swallowed 
“ip i in cont emp lation, that I gave but bit 
heed to what any bady said: few indeed 
thought I, willever find the strait 
Sometimes I thous ht hard of God for ever 
suffering the world to be thus enveloped 
in such a dilemma, and overwhelmed in 
such impene trable ark ess. I went to 
20 person tor inst ruction, but spent my 
time in ruminating en the awlul situation 
in which mankind were plunged. I came 
toa firm and fixed resolution not to be- 
lieve nor disbelieve any man’s testimony 
any mcre or Jess for their word, but if pos- 
sible to see and understand for myself. 
Here was the first link of tradition and 
superstition which no smith with his tongs 
and hammer could repair. Then I came 
toas firma resolution to tak: the Bible 
and begin at Genesis, and read with great 
care and attention to seck as for hid trea- 
sure, to find himof whom Moses and the 
Frophets did write. This was the first 
step in that way which led me in theerv to 
universalism ; but I shall be particular to 
shew how I obtained that good report ex- 
perimentally. Now as I had laid aside all 
other means to obtaina knowledge of the 
truth, except to take the Bible read by 
course with the greatest attention and dili- 
gence, topersevere until I obtained the 
prize ; and as I was traditionally taug!t, 
(i. e.) toread and then pray, but pray an d 
then read, my praver was that God wouid 
give me ‘understanding i in the Scripture 
which was able to make me wise unto s:1- 
vation. ‘This I practiced for seveaal years. 
“tei after I began this method of searci- 
g, I was fully persuaded in my own mind 
jn the Congregational order was not i» 
the right way, as they held that the sprink- 
ling water in an infant’s face was the anti- 
ty pe of circumcision, and did in fact put a- 
way their original sin. About this time] 
became 21 years of age, and had to leave 
my Father’s family, and goto Warwick 
about sixty miles to occupy a new farm, 
and to seck my fortune there. And as I 


; Lat hart cach « 
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bid farewell to parents and younger broth- 
ers and sisters, I felt an uncommon ii- 
pression of glormy melancholy, which I 
never before had experienced, sorrewing 
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most«fallthat my parents and bretren 


i ld see my Jace no more exc pt as a 
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ail mv trouble and perpl: xity of leaving mv 
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Native COuUntIrTV Was sw: mioweg up, and s 


sure with an 
hell, 
in imminent 


was pressed almo tout of 
Os bra neweing fear ofan 
which I still viewed mysel! 
langer. Then I resolved to 
Throne of Grace with a secret prayer in 
spirit, not vocal, as I travelled the road. 
This I continued without intermission crv- 
ing for mercy until [I had 
miles further, when a text in Ps 
redto my mind, “This poor man cried & 
the Lord heard him, and saved him out of 
all his trouble.” Several other texts of 
the like import followed, which ina 
measure relieved my mind from distress.— 
At this instant I was overtaken “i? sever- 
al young menof my acquaint from 
Sutton who saluted me tn jovi: as mirth wit! 
vain jesting. They were verv unwelcome 
guests tom. Alas! thought I, little ce 
they realize the deplorable situation whic! 
we are all invo 


sudiets 


address the 


travenied 15 


alms occu 


Preat 


‘ 
ved by sin, and the precar! 


Be . . 
ousness Ol makmy our escepe from the pi 
of destruction; and on a serio i's ies on 
of my sharp conviction, the rehef [1 X- 


perienced together wiih ch diss 
company I was i: dines to be- 
lieve that I was 
ad no change of ideas res 
acter of God, nor the wav of life and sale 
vation by Jesus Christ, which hada nafu- 
ral tendency to give me a more exalt@ c- 
pinion of myself. Andas my expefience 
ind conversion was similar to the Baptist, 
i ch tiem for my religious as#$ociates 
and conciuded they were mn the righit-way ; 
d to their preaching. Forsev- 
eral yearsI advocated their cause, ‘and 
eal and confidence I livedva 
Pharisce. During this time I boarded 
with my brether whe also professed to be- 
lieve inthe Baptist constitution and = arti- 
cles of faith,and I bad much agrecable 
conversation with him on religious topics. 
It happened ove evening that our conver- 
sation turned on tne sulject ot the day of 
grace. My brother did not agree with me 
in that point ; for L believed thus: that God 
had lhmited a certain time to strive with 
man, setting heaven before them to draw 
them, and hellto drive them ; and if they 


fave me, 
Although { 
pectin; * the char- 
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pave them 

hardness of heartand blindness of 
At that time the source of my 
im two 


out-stood that time, he over t 
mind. 

christian 

considerations. 


consolation was {fro 
rae ? Fe > x ° in * 
ist, that I should be numberea among the 
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chosen few, who were to escape the pit of 
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destruction.—2nd, with shame I contess I 


anticipated with seeming joy, the day when 
{ should see all nations gathered before 
udge of quick and dead ; and hear my 
need, ‘depart ye cursed,” and 
ndiageed down by devils to the 

5 He madea reply to what 


Y hac said, setting ferth the nature and ex- 
tet ace ; “do you think, said he, mor- 
tals can withstand God inthe day of his 
nower,’ &e. Altho’ Lreceived no light 
is to the nature o! grace, yet it served thor- 
oughly to convict me that I was a ceonsum- 
ate hypocrite. I then retired alone in the 
most racking distress of mind that ever be- 
fre Thad experienced, and after a long 
time of scrious meditation, Lcame toa firm 
resolution not to give sleep to My eyes, 
until Lhadfound mercy ; but determined 
to pray without ceasing. 
To be contenued. 
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Weérhave two Nos. of Observer’s Re- 
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joinerston hand, one containing 18 pages 
and the other 22 pages of manuscript.— 
Their uncommon length has prevented 
their insertion, on account of other matter, 
most of which has been prepared or prom- 
ised from atime previous to the com- 
mencement of our controversy with Ob. 
server; and whichhave been defered from 
time to time, to give place to that contro- 
versy. We therefore im justice, have de- 
fered the last and long rejoiners of Obser- 


ver, to give room for other matter, which 


mm account of promise, was entitled toa 
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reference. memoir of E:der 
Riche’s life is continued, we shall still be 
obliged to omit these rejoiners. 


Some time has elapsed since we received 


'a somewhat lengthy, strange and novel 


“ The Branch.” 


As we have since heard from th® singular 


comniunication signed 


thinking man, we think it proper to inform 
“The Branch,” that we would publish his 
writings with all freedom it we had room. 
We would hint to him that, as he is so san- 
guine in his expectations of revolutionizing 


the world, and overthrowing allits present 


, establishments both religious, civil and 


military, it would be more expedient to 
have his writings published in some way 
as would give them a more general circu- 
lation than would be given them through 


the medium of the Examiner. 





The Editor of the Mirror has appeared 
againstus ina long article as a pretended 
reply to our objections to his views of dev- 
ils. But none et the availing objections 
and difficulties which we suggested against 
his opinion, has he answered or attempted 
toanswer. His entire silence to our ob- 
jections, compel us to infer that he felt their 
force ; for why should he shrink from the 
task of meeting them, from any other rea- 
son than a consciousness that they could 
not be removed. At no point has he met 
us, but in attempting to ridicule our opin- 
ton we advanced concerning the tempta- 
tions of our Lard, and the temptations of 
men. Hecharges us of speaking agaznst 
the son ot God, for believing accerding to 


the literal impert of the scriptures we quo- 
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ted, that Jesus partook of flesh and blood, 
and was tempted in all points like as we 
are. Andhow does he prove his charge? 
He says if we draw “ the conclusion” * that 
Christ had ne better flesh and blood than 
other men, we think the conclusion is nat- 
ural, that he was in all other respects jus! 
like other men.’ Admirable bgic! We will 
make another application of the rule. The 
editor of the Mirror has no better flesh 
and blood than a murderer, therefcre the 
conclusion is natural, that he is in all oth- 
er respects just like a murderer. The 
scripture informs us of but four kinds of 
flesh—* there is one kind of flesh of men, 
another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, 
and another of birds.’ If our editor con- 
tends that Jesus had a different kind of 
flesh than men’s, he would oblige us to 
show which of these other kinds of flesh 
he did possess ? We wish him also tu ex- 
plain how that any excellence of character 
or exaltedness is diminished from our 
Lord, by his taking upon himselfa_ mortal 
constitution? And also how he could be 
our example in all things, as the scriptures 
say, and not be tempted as men are? Is he 
not our example in striving agatnet all the 
influences of the flesh or of human nature, 
unto a complete victory over them ?—and 
does it not add materially tothe perfection 
of his character, and to his triumphant ho- 
liness, that he was touched with the feel- 
ings of all our infirmities, and withstood 
and overcame all their influences? The 
Apostle shows that it was abselutely ne- 
cessary for our Lord to possess «a human 
nature like the children of men, and to be 


tempted in all points like them, that he || 


might be an efficient and perfect High 
Priest. Heb. 2; 16, 17,18. * For verily 
he took not on him the nature of angels ; 


but he toak on him the seed of Abraham. | 


Wherefore in all things it behooved him 
to be made like unto kis brethren ; that 
he might be a merciful and faithful High 
Priest.—For in that he himseif hath suf- 
fered, being tempted, he is able to succor 
them that are tempted.” Chap. 4; 15 * For 
we have net our high priest which cannet 
be touched with the feeling of our infir- 
mities ; but was in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin.’ These scrip- 
tures contain in plain language our beliet 
on shis-eubject, and we have communicat- 
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ed nothing which these passages and ma- 
nv others of the same import, contain.—: 
Our editor’s ridicule, therefore, is as 
much against the scriptures as against 
us. 

Although we designed to pass by his at- 
tempt at sharp shooting, vet we will give a 
sanple of his attempt atarguing. He says 
asa reply to our views of men’s tempta- 
tions, “* Christ cast out devils from many 
who were possessed of them. Now as we 
are to understand, that there was no other 
devils but the lusts of the flesh, or law in 
our members, then we must understand 
that those who had their devil or devils 
cast out of them, had no more lusts of the 
flesh, or law in their members left in them” 
&c. We presume our editor will not a- 
bide the consequences of his argument.— 
Christ also healed and removed the infir- 
mities of the bodv. The disorders of tne 
body and of the mind are so similar, that 
Christ used the same word to represent 
sinners by those who are sick. Now ac- 
cording to our editor’s argument, those 
who had the infirmities of their bodies 
healed and removed were rendered immor- 
tal—they had notthe principles of decay 
in their bodies. This conclusion is irre- 
sistible, if this editor’s argument is valid. 
But to look at another thing. ‘To our sug- 
gestion that the * dragon was not cast out 
of heaven unl generations after Adam,” 
the editor replies, ‘* was it impossible tor 
the dragon, or the serpent called the devil 
to be first cast out ot heaven avoveg and 
then afterwards to be cast out of the 
church?” This idea is rather news This 
editor’s devil has not on!y been an inhabit- 
ant of the pure and spotless heaven above, 
where nothing entereth that defileth or 
maketh a lie; buthe has also since beena 
member of the church and has been excome- 
municated. This great dragon spoken of 
in the 12th of Rev. having seven heads and 
ten horns &c. which our editor supports was 
first cast out of the holy heaven of God, 
and afterwards cast out of the church, is 
brought to view again in the 13th chapter 
as a beast rising up out of the sea having 
seven heads and tenhorns. Daniel also had 


| a revelation of this same beast coming up 
| from the sea having ten horns &c. chap 7. 7. 
The angel inforined Daniel what this beast 
was, * Thus he said the fourtn beast shall 
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bet e fourt’ kingdom upon the earth” &c 
vs. 33. Ifthe angel was correct, our editor 
Is incorrect. 

Bat we will proceed to our editor’s knock 
down argument. Thus it runs, Jude 
says, ‘and the angels which kept not their 
first estate but left their own habitation, he 
hath reserved ineverlasting cha'ns under 
darkness unto the judgment of the great 
day. Now upon his scheme, these angels 
must have been the principle which tempts 
us, that is,the Justs of the flesh” &c. We 
hardly know how to answer this argument, 
because it does not touch us 5 It merely 
destroys an absurdity which our editor 
has conjured un and called ours. We are 
far ‘rom believing that the-e angels are the 
principle which tempts us; but our editor 
so plainly believed it himself, that he pro- 
bably thought that we of course believed 
italso. Itis the editor of the Mirror, not 
we, Wha believes that these angels reserved 
in everlasting chains, are what tempts men. 
He would enligiten us to explain, how 
these angels can be ‘ reserved in everlast- 
ing chain; of darkness unto the judgment 
of the great day,’ and intie mean time 
roving all over the earth tempting men ? 
Thus his argumentdoes not hit us, but re- 
bounds back upon himsclt with cenvicting 
force. We cannot think of any thing to 
illustrate the nature of his case better than 
the following circumstance. An unskiitul 


‘ 





guiner took his large rusty musket which | 


had long been loaded, for the purpose of 
kuling game. The fist game he discov- 
eredywas a squirrel innocently chirping 
uponatree. He aimed and fired, but hit 
not the $quirrel nor apy thing near it; but 
the musket violestly kicking back, knock- 
ed the gunner upon the ground. He rose 
grogning under the hurt of his fall, and 
seeing the uninjured squirrel playfuily 
chirping. as thoug, deriding his mishap, 
he declared that, ifhe ever shot that gun 
agatn, he would turn it the other end fore- 
most. 

Extract from a tctter writtenby a gen- 
tleman of New Sh: shequin, to his brother, 
in Painsville, state of Qhio. 

On tne subject of religion I have thought 
it not best to press too hard, lest the spir- 
it of Opposition so natural to mankind, 
should rivet in your mind to strongly the 
aise neWuns you cuntend for, and retare 
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vour progress in the true knowledye cof 

he gospel.—Something however { must 

sav—and will begin by acknowledging that 

vou have got zn sight’ of the right road, 

but have about you yet a little too much of 
the * old leaven” wiich causes you to stum~ 
ble, in your progress attines. It [ right- 
ly understa»d your tenets, [ must set you 
down a Winchesterite. 9 was f, when [I 
first began to get my eyes open. You 
seem to think the wicked must be punish- 
ed after death, before a final restoration to 
happiness. If so all must be punished, for 
all are wicked. “ There is none that doeth 
good, n>, not one.” [hold that mankind 
are punished for their evil deeds, but I 
hardly think this punishment is carried in- 
toa future state of existence. Sin is the 
cause of misery and when thatis taken a- 
way, the cause is gune, and the effect must 
cease. The concomitant of sin is the car- 
nal mind, the earthly nature, which in this 
state of existence interwoven with the spi- 
rit—holding it in subjection, in a degree-~ 
making it subject to vanity—“ Not wil- 
lingly, but by reason of him who subjected 
the samein hope.” Sut when the earthly 
nuture returns to its parent earth, the fet- 
ters are taken off of the spirit—it is relea- 
sed fromthe cause of sin ;—and who can 
sav it cught to be punished for the will 
done while in connection with this bad part- 
ner—against whom it always strived, but 
over whom it had not a controlling power, 
and from whom it could not get release?, 
Lill the end of the partnership was dissol- 
ved by death ; who breaks the firm and sets 
the prisoner free. When in connection 
with the body it could not help being led 

astray—mind—bveing made subject to van- 
ity. While with the body it suffered, be- 
cause misery as certainly follows sin, as 


( darkness dvesthe sitting of the sun; out 


when the spirit is released from its dark 
prison house (the body) light flashes upon 
it, as it does over the earth, when the gio- 
rious luminary of the day rises above the 
eastern bherizon. And where does this 
spirit g to? Our Saviour says—" If T be 
lifted up I will draw all men aiter me.” I 
contend, and am fully persuaded, that nei- 
ther scripture nor reason Can warrant us in 
saying there is punishment after death. 
Woere dv’ our Saviour endure all his sut- 
Scrings for a wicked world? Here on earth, 
and while in the body. HE was our exam- 
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le inevery thing. Iti is true he duatcelied 
into Hell (the grave) and so mustwe. Of 
him it was said—* T hou wilt not leave my 
soul in hell (the grave ;) neither wilt thou 
suffer thine Holy One to sec corruption.” 
Our Saviour lived without sin, and his bo- 
dy could not he corrup ited—O: ur bodies 
are corruption from the beginning, and are 
not worth saving.—But the great Jehovah 
has promised us new bodies, uncorrupt:- 


ble. The dreadful threatenings we read of 


in scripture are all ofa temporal nature— 
you will find it so if you read the Bible 
with attention—For I challenge all the 
limitarians in the Universe to point outa 
passage in the Old or New ‘Testaments, 
that will prove future punishment, i7 @fu- 
ture state of existence. 

Selvation 1s the gift of God—* By grace 
ye ure saved, not of works, least any man 
should boast.’ It appears then, that there 
is noaccount kept of good works, as it re- 
spects our future happiness ;—andc_ think 
you, if we have nocredit fur good works, 
that we shall Je bd with our bad 
deeds !—This would be unjust—it is what 
man, inhis frail state, wo ald ‘aardly : adjuc age 
tu his’ fellow-man; and shall we be more 
just than God, who is perfect in every ate 
tribute. Nay, Brother, your notions on 
this subject will not bear the test of rea- 
son. (Good works are of the utmost con- 
sequence to us in this state of existence, 
for upon them depends our ue piness here; 
but in relation to a future state, they are 
no better than “ fay wood and stubble,” 
because mixed up too much with se//sh- 


i . i mt 
ness,—and must be burntup with unquen- 
chable fire atthe Greatpay! What great 


day? When the Spirit wane the body. Ita 
man by this operation ** sz fer 1 ss, yet be 
shall be save d soas by fire’’—W hat ts this 
fire? LHE LOVE OF beset ere 1Sno O 
ther unquenchable “re—it burns up the 
earthly nature (hay wood and stubble ) 
* For ne is like a refiner’s fire, and like 
fuilers soap.” ‘ Our God is a consuming 
fire.” 


The spirit now appears in its native 
state—the partnership between it and thx 
body is dissolved—the spirit now has no 
motive or principle about it to sin—has no 
nN, CON sequently, no 2 “patie [observe] | 
rere can be no Misery where there is vo 
sin. IL know the obtector will sav— he 


; 
. 
+1, 
tn 


se ne srvipamans ) 


spirti must be punishe t for the sin commit. 


ted while in connection with the body— 


But I think that Ihave sufficiently refuted 
this notion, as being unjust—because, if we 
cannot have any credit for our guod works, 
in relacion to our future happiness, there 
can be no justice in chargng us with those 


[a 
that are bad. If we are not to be judged 
(I meanas it respects our future bh ppi- 
ness,) on the princip! ec olf debt and ercdit, 


there can be no judgement in the case. 
The factis, at death the partnership be- 


' tween the spirit and body 1s dissolved; and 


the spirit, in consequence ao the bal con- 
duct of its partner, is lett ¢ gm prle tely bank- 
rupt—has nothing to depend upon but the 
goodness ob Ge aelstrene h goodness de- 
stroys all former contracts—cancels them 
(the old covenant of works.) and the spirit 
enters into a new partnership, under anew 
firm, and with a new capital (tve new cov- 
enant) with Jesus Chi ist t for a partner (not 
the old rusty man A 1, who was acheat 
from the beginning aid this Jesus at the 
head of the firm, whose Pp erfect kno wledg 


| 


of the whole concern will make us ALL RICH 


IN HAPPINESS. i a 





POBPRY. 


From the Telescope and Miscellany. 
Lines written in a thunder storm, at Previdenee 
1SO4. 


We biess thy name almighty Gad, 

By whom we live or die; 

‘Thou mak’st the lofty meuntaigg nod, 
Ant hills move ape) by. 

Loud was thy thunder trom the west, 
And quick thy lightniaes flew ; 

All nature trembling and distrest, 
While roaring whirlwinds blew. 

Phe forest own’d thy pow’r divine, 
And fell be ne ath thy feet: 

Thou sent the sturdy oak and pine, 
And hurl’d them from their seat ! 

And o’er the dark and stormy deep, 
ihy tempest quickly rolls ; 

And hush’d in death’s long dreamless sleep, 
Numbers of thoughtless souls ! 

Let us who have survived that hour ; 
Surviv’d that awful night! 

Adore thy everlasting power, 

And tn thy law delight A 








